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WELCOME FROM 
     Than Merrill

I would like to personally congratulate you on starting the application process to join the Mastery® program.
 
If you’re committed to living life to the fullest, then this program is perfect for you. 

The roots of the program started more than a decade ago because other real estate investors were constantly 
asking my business partners and me to teach them how to be more successful as investors. More specifically, 
people wanted to learn our real estate business model, utilize our systems, and ultimately wanted help 
implementing them. 

As a result, we created the Mastery program with the goal of helping people, like yourself, become empowered 
– to learn, to grow, and ultimately to reach your full potential as a real estate investor and business owner. 

If you’re thinking, “Mastery seems different,”… you’re right. Mastery was designed to bridge the gap between 
where you are today and where you want to be, both personally and financially. 

Our philosophy is simple:

We pride ourselves on teaching investors not only the foundational principles of sound real estate investing, but 
also how to build a successful business that is not dependent on you and, just as important, your time as the 
business owner. 

Many real estate investors’ sense of success comes from the process of building a business that “works” or 
is “profitable.”  From our point of view, having a business that “works” is not enough. We believe success is 
achieved when your real estate investment business is not only “profitable,” but when it also gives you the time 
to enjoy your life, fulfill your passions, realize your dreams, and ultimately leave a legacy for your loved ones. 
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This type of success only comes from having a turn-key, systems-dependent business that serves as a vehicle to 
affect everyone it touches: you, your family, your team members, and the community in which you live. 

As you know, truly wealthy people do not trade their time for money. Truly wealthy people invest in their 
financial education, start businesses, and accumulate assets that do the work to produce income for them. This 
is why we have made it our mission within Mastery to teach our students how to build a business that is not 
dependent on you trading time for money.
 
As you follow the Mastery program and begin building a successful, systems-dependent business over the next 
12 to 24 months, you’ll start to feel a new sense of power over your time and life. You’ll start experiencing a level 
of fulfillment and freedom that you never thought possible.

The Mastery community is a unique group of highly passionate people who collectively work together to 
achieve more in every area of their lives. It’s a family of like-minded people who are deeply connected and have 
created life-long friendships. Within the community, people share best practices with each other, they do deals 
together, and they have a tremendous amount of fun together. 

Mastery is so much more than a program. It’s a life experience. 
 
Above all, Mastery provides an opportunity to champion your life, live with a greater sense of purpose, and 
produce at a level others only dream about.

It’s happened for thousands of Mastery students before you, and it can happen for you.
 
It doesn’t matter where you come from or what your previous education or experience is, either. By simply 
following the program, you can become the architect of your life and create the lifestyle you truly desire.
 
Every now and then in life, we are presented with an opportunity to reinvent ourselves and start down a new 
and exciting path. These moments are rare and they come fast and go even faster.
 
This is one of those moments. Capture it.
 
I wish you the best of luck in the interview process, and if you are accepted into the program, I look forward to 
meeting you and personally welcoming you into the Mastery family.
 
To Your Future Success,

Than Merrill
Father, Husband, Investor, Educator and Founder of FortuneBuilders, Inc.

 Than Merrill



Empowering your purpose 
  through financial education.

OUR MISSION
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CORE VALUES 

Ethics & Integrity  
Do the right thing

Inspire
Motivate and help others achieve their goals

Educate
Believe in and commit to personal growth & development

Lead
How you do anything is how you do everything

Crush It
Enjoy every moment and do it with passion
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OUR COMPANIES & 
INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE
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“If your dreams don’t scare you, they 
aren’t big enough.”

~Ellen Johnson Sirleaf~



OUR COMPANIES &  
INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE

MEET THE FOUNDERS

Than Merrill Paul Esajian JD Esajian Konrad Sopielnikow
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OUR REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE
The founders of FortuneBuilders: Than, Paul, JD and Konrad have been 
investing in real estate for over 15 years and are considered some of the top 
real estate investors in the nation. They actively invest in both residential 
and commercial real estate throughout the United States and Ireland. They 
own and operate multiple real estate investment and lending companies 
and have invested in over $1 billion dollars of real estate.

Their residential real estate development and investment company CT 
Homes, LLC is located in San Diego, CA. Over that time frame the company 
has acquired over 1,000+ properties and counting. The company currently 
has between 25 to 40 residential development projects going on at any 
given time throughout the year. 

The founders also have a separate commercial real estate investment 
company, Equity Street Capital. With this company the founders focus on 
investing in income producing commercial property throughout the United 
States and Ireland. Their commercial investments include apartment 
communities, retail properties, and office buildings. The company has 
acquired over $300 million dollars in commercial real estate in the last two 
years alone.

In addition, Than, Paul, and Konrad have been very active in the real estate 
lending industry. They’ve made over $250 million dollars in private money 
loans to Mastery students and other investors throughout their careers. 

In addition, many other real estate lenders have sought out Than, Paul, 
and Konrad because of the success of Mastery students within their local 
markets. As a result, we facilitate numerous introductions for Mastery 
students to top quality lenders around the country who have capital for 
real estate deals.

FortuneBuilders Headquarters

CT Homes Rehab Properties
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OUR COMPANIES &  
INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE

CT HOMES, LLC

CT Homes, LLC is the oldest of the real estate companies owned by Than, 
Paul, and Konrad. The company was founded in 2004 and currently employs 
15 real estate professionals that oversee between 25 to 40 residential 
and commercial development projects at any given time throughout the 
year. The real estate projects range from single family and multi-family 
redevelopment to new construction projects.

EQUITY STREET CAPITAL

Equity Street Capital is a commercial real estate investment company 
founded by Than, Paul, and Konrad that focuses on acquiring large 
apartment communities, retail properties, and office buildings throughout 
the United States. The company is focused on achieving attractive risk-
adjusted returns while maximizing long-term capital appreciation. In 
the last two years alone the company has acquired over $300 million in 
commercial real estate. 
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FORTUNEBUILDERS

FortuneBuilders is the real estate educational company started by Than 
Merrill, Paul Esajian, JD Esajian, and Konrad Sopielnikow. The founders’ 
stellar 14-year real estate investment track record, coupled with their 
cutting-edge systems and business model, is what inspired other investors 
to seek them out.

Thus, FortuneBuilders and the Mastery program were created to serve other 
people who had the desire to make successful real estate investments. The 
company has now been educating other investors for more than a decade 
and has thousands of successful students across the country. 

The current faculty consists of more than 100 expert real estate investor 
coaches, including the founders, who conduct both online and advanced 
live training events.

The company prides itself on teaching investors, not only the foundational 
principles of sound real estate investing, but also how to build a successful 
business that is not dependent on you as the business owner. 

The results speak for themselves as the FortuneBuilders community of 
student investors has collectively invested in tens of thousands of properties.

OUR COMPANIES &  
INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE

"To me, there’s a lot of education out there, but this is the best. Than, Paul, JD, 
the coaches, and the entire team are second to none. They walk the talk. They’re 
approachable and I’ve had nothing but a great experience with FortuneBuilders. 
If I hadn’t found FortuneBuilders, I wouldn’t be living my dream of getting into 
real estate."

ROBERT TIERNEY

Madison, WI 

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "



OVERVIEW OF THE  
MASTERY PROGRAM

“It doesn't matter where you start.  
Only that you begin.”

~ Robin Sharma ~
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OVERVIEW OF THE
MASTERY PROGRAM

OUR PROGRAM
Whether you’re just getting started or you’re a seasoned real estate veteran, the Mastery program will help you 
take your real estate investing business to the highest level.

If you’re a new investor, our program will cut years off your learning curve and dramatically increase your probability 
of having sustainable, long-term success.

If you’re a seasoned real estate investor with years of experience, the Mastery program will help you automate, 
scale, and grow your business. Our goal is to help you create financial freedom for you and your family. 

When you utilize all six elements of the Mastery program, you will have everything you need to start, grow, and 
create a systems-dependent real estate business.

Entrepreneur
Financial Freedom

Manager
Constant Work with Payoff

Technician
Struggle, Confusion, Constant Work

Constant Work & Headaches

Partial Freedom

Freedom
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“Before FortuneBuilders, we owned a business, but we were working ‘in’  our 
business. At that moment in our lives, we didn’t realize that we weren’t really 
entrepreneurs. We were technicians and just doing the same things over and 
over. We are very thankful to FortuneBuilders. It was like a light bulb just 
went off and we had an epiphany: We were doing this all wrong. We applied 
these systems into our life, into our current business, and into our residential 
redevelopment company. It’s been an amazing transformation.”

JAMES JAY

Meridianville, AL 

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "
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COACHING & SUPPORT
In business, the value of great coaching simply cannot be 
overstated because your financial future depends on it. 
Our coaching team will cut years off your learning curve, 
unlock your potential, and maximize your performance. 
We will also be there to answer your most pressing and 
time-sensitive questions, support you, and inspire you 
throughout your journey. 

SYSTEMS
At its core, a successful real estate investing business is basically a set of systems 
and processes. Unlike most new investors who spend years struggling to figure 
things out through trial and error, our systems will be handed to you. As a Mastery 
student you will have all the systems, tools, resources, and software necessary to 
run a systems-dependent business. 

THE 6 ELEMENTS OF THE MASTERY PROGRAM
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EDUCATION
Within Mastery, you will receive a comprehensive real estate, 
business, and financial education through all of our online classes 
and live events. Your investment in your education is the single most 
important investment you will ever make in your lifetime. 
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LIVE EVENTS
You will absolutely love the numerous live educational events, 
bootcamps, and academies that take place within the Mastery 

program. This will not only be an opportunity to learn from top real 
estate investors, but will also be a place where you will create lasting 

business relationships and life-long friendships. 

OVERVIEW OF THE
MASTERY PROGRAM
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COMMUNITY
The Mastery Community consists of thousands of 
successful investors around the U.S. and Canada. As 
a Mastery student, you will have instant access to this 
network. This creates a mastermind effect where every 
week you see best practices being shared, team members 

being referred, and joint-venture deals being done. 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Mastery is not only an educational program. It is also an investment club. In 
fact, we have an entire team of real estate investment professionals who source, 
underwrite, and perform due diligence on residential and commercial real estate 
investment opportunities. As a Mastery student, you will have the opportunity to 
invest alongside the founders in the same thoroughly vetted, high-quality deals.

THE 6 ELEMENTS OF THE MASTERY PROGRAM
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COACHING & SUPPORT
“Coaching is unlocking a person’s potential 

to maximize their own performance.” 

~Tim Gallwey ~
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COACHING & SUPPORT

THE VALUE OF COACHING

The top professionals in any industry seek out coaching. 
They see it as a sign of strength and confidence, an 
indication of sophisticated self-awareness. When you 
understand the value of having a coach, it means you are 
willing to do what it takes to succeed, even if it means 
acknowledging that you often don’t have all the answers.

According to a recent survey done by Metrix Global, 70 
percent of the CEOs who run Fortune 500 companies are 
currently getting business coaching. These are CEOs of 
billion-dollar companies who realize the value of having 
someone give them strategic advice when they need it 
the most while holding them accountable so they can 
reach their goals.

Successful investors never reach their goals alone. Successful investors have the confidence to invest in themselves 
and want to surround themselves with coaches who have already achieved what they desire. In fact, it is an 
unconscious confidence they possess that most people don’t. The top earners in any industry know an investment 
in having a coach is small compared to the return on investment they get by having one.

Real estate investing can be very profitable when you treat it like a business. Real estate investors have the potential 
to earn more on a single deal or two than most people make in a year. At the same time, investors also know the 
significant risks involved if you invest in real estate the wrong way. Having a coach will give you confidence that 
someone is standing by your side, helping you make strategic decisions along your journey.

Having a coach helps cut years off your learning curve and ensures that you don’t waste time, energy, and effort. 
Ultimately, a coach significantly reduces your risk, saves you years of time, gives you tremendous confidence, 
increases your probability of long-term success, and helps you reach your goals much faster.

“Having a dedicated coach has allowed us to reach our goals much faster. The 
fact that we have someone walking us through the whole process, telling us 
what to do and how to do it, makes a huge difference in the business.”

ADRIANA BARRERO

Austin, TX

Former stay-at-home mom and now successful real estate investor.

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS
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COACHING & SUPPORT

GROUP COACHING WEBINARS WITH EXPERT FACULTY 

These live weekly online webinars hosted by our real estate investing experts are informative and engaging training 
sessions designed to guide you through the educational curriculum. Many of the sessions include case studies and 
live demonstration, as well as a Q&A session where the experts will answer your questions live in small group 
classes. 

One of the best ways to learn is through case studies, not only from coaches, but from actual students. During 
these webinars, you will also be able to hear from other students and learn from their experiences. 

We’ll walk you through the fundamentals of every facet of real estate investing, while helping you implement our 
systems into your business. During these sessions, we also answer any questions you might have about these areas 
of the business or a deal you might be analyzing or have under contract. The experts will also outline Action Plans 
so you can immediately implement what you learn.

To give you even more value, all of our group training classes are held multiple times throughout the week at 
different times of day. All webinar classes are recorded and added to the course catalog in the Online Learning 
Center within 48 hours. This gives you 24/7/365 access in case you missed a class or wanted to review anything 
from past classes. 
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COACHING & SUPPORT

CASE STUDY TRAININGS UTILIZING OUR SYSTEMS

Live case study trainings of recently closed real estate deals are conducted by top students and esteemed faculty, 
as well as by JD, Paul, and Than. As we go through case studies, you will have the opportunity to make investment 
decisions as if you were doing the deal yourself. 

We’ve found that, through these case study trainings, Mastery students gain a tremendous amount of real-world 
experience because they learn about every aspect of the deal. We’ve also discovered that students love the 
trainings… and you will, too, because as we teach you get to see how our systems, tools, and software are 
leveraged throughout every aspect of a transaction. The trainings are intentionally designed to accelerate your 
deal experience so you can feel more confident evaluating and executing any deal that comes your way.
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“Educate yourself and listen to all of the webinars. Ask questions. All of the 
different information you get is amazing.”

ERIKA & ESTEBAN SALDARRIAGA

Columbus, OH

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "

COACHING & SUPPORT
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ONE-ON-ONE DEAL REVIEW COACHING

As you build and grow your business, you will look at hundreds of different types of properties as potential 
investment opportunities. Inevitably, you will have numerous questions as you pursue, analyze, estimate repairs, 
perform due diligence, raise money and structure offers on properties.  

This is why having access to a faculty of coaches who have extensive real estate investment experience will be so 
valuable to you. 

Our current Mastery students utilize one-on-one deal review coaching to get their questions answered about 
properties they are analyzing and about to make an offer on or are in contract to purchase. 

For example, you might have questions about the valuation on a particular property and the adjustment values 
you utilized. Or you might want to have a coach review a contractor’s quote. Or you might want to have a coach 
review the detailed scope of work you created for a property you are going to rehab. 
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ONE-ON-ONE DEAL REVIEW COACHING

“I always thought I was a semi real estate investor, but I didn’t really know 
anything. In fact, I lost money doing it before I came to FortuneBuilders, 
because I didn’t know what I know now.”

MICHAEL HAJDUK 
South Plainfield, NJ

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS

Having a second set of experienced eyes evaluate your deals will be one of the most valuable resources you will 
consistently leverage within the program.  

Through our deal review process, we have helped countless students enhance the profitability of their deals. We 
have also helped many new students avoid costly mistakes because they missed something during the due-
diligence process. Doing the wrong deal, offering too much, or not factoring in all the numbers accurately could 
potentially end up costing you tens of thousands of dollars.  

We’re here to provide you with the support and guidance you need to navigate these challenging, defining 
moments, and get you across the finish line with flying colors.

COACHING & SUPPORT
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ALL-ACCESS COACHING

“A good coach can change a game.  
A great coach can change a life.”

~ John Wooden ~
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One of the things that makes Mastery different is that all of our coaches have successful real estate businesses 
of their own. This gives you access to thousands of deals worth of experience. You’ll soon discover that our real 
estate coaches are an invaluable resource – one that can make a huge impact on your professional development 
and your business. The success of your business is their top priority. In fact, our coaches are an endless source of 
encouragement, support, and wisdom.

Having a team of coaches who are experts in different niches of real estate is a significant competitive advantage 
to growing your business. It is impossible for one person to be an expert in everything, so we created what we feel 
is the most all-encompassing coaching staff in the entire industry. Each real estate coach on our team is a Mastery 
alumni and active real estate investor. We have coaches located all across the U.S. and Canada so they can provide 
valuable insight no matter where your deal is located.

Their success using our techniques makes them uniquely qualified to guide you through all the ins and outs of 
implementing our proven systems into your business. They are here to help you put a plan into action that’s 
designed to move you forward and take you to the next level.

ALL-ACCESS COACHING
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DEDICATED REAL ESTATE COACHES

“You’ve got resources. You’ve got online training. You’ve got coaches at your 
beck and call. Anything I need to know that I’m unsure of they’re a phone call 
away. The experience they have is priceless.”

RANDALL BOUDREAUX 
Westwego, LA

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "



MASTERY ONLINE 
EDUCATION CENTER
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“Life has no limitations, except  
the ones you make.”

~ Les Brown ~



THE VALUE OF ON-DEMAND ONLINE LEARNING
Our online courses give you added convenience and flexibility, allowing you to participate fully in Mastery, wherever 
and whenever you like. You will be able to experience Mastery at the pace that best fits into your schedule and life. 

MASTERY ONLINE EDUCATION CENTER

The Mastery Online Education Center is the most state-
of-the-art learning platform available to real estate 
investors and entrepreneurs. The Mastery website, as 
we lovingly call it, includes a comprehensive library of 
hundreds of different trainings that cover every aspect 
of real estate investing. Our class library is extremely 
comprehensive because we have been studying online 
learning and creating online training classes for more 
than a decade. 

Our training philosophy is simple. First, we teach 
you the mechanics of how real estate deals are 
done and then we teach you how to implement 
our systems to automate your investing efforts. We 
utilize fun and interactive experiential case studies of 
deals throughout the curriculum. Thus, you will gain 
tremendous transactional experience as you are asked 
to make decisions utilizing the systems throughout the 
learning process. 

We also create new classes every week, which means 
the training you receive will always be up to date and 
relevant to today’s real estate market. 

Features:
• All training classes broken down in short, manageable segments

• Hundreds of classes covering every aspect of real estate investing

• Highly interactive experiential learning that uses case studies and 3D video walk-throughs

• Instant access to all our systems, documents, checklists, standard operating procedures, tools, and templates

• Knowledge Base covers hundreds of the most common student questions

• Member directory to learn about and connect with your investor network 

MASTERY ONLINE  
EDUCATION CENTER
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MASTERY ONLINE  
EDUCATION CENTER

We all know the wealthiest and most successful real estate investors simply have spent more time educating 
themselves. That’s why we designed the core curriculum to ensure you have the proper long-term educational 
foundation. 

After you have completed the core classes, you will have acquired a thorough understanding of all important 
aspects of the business and the confidence to make profitable, safe, real estate investment decisions.

The training itself is based on the proven proprietary systems that were created and implemented by CT Homes. 
These courses are designed to help you gain a deep, comprehensive understanding about the mechanics of real 
estate transactions while showing you all the steps necessary to implement the systems we’ve created.

Core Curriculum Classes:
• Business Foundations 
• Real Estate Marketing: Prospecting & Direct-Response Systems
• Real Estate Financing: Traditional & Creative Funding Systems
• Real Estate Valuation, Due Diligence & Offer Systems
• Real Estate Acquisitions: Contracts, Making Offers & Negotiation
• Wholesaling Systems
• Rehabbing Systems: Construction & Project Management
• Rental Property Systems: Property Management
• Property Sales
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CORE CURRICULUM
The Foundation of Your Real Estate Education



“I really love the online training because they break it down into multiple 
segments. I can put a term in and it brings up not only documents, but also 
training associated with it. It’s very powerful. Nobody has a setup this way at all.”

ANN COLEMAN

Houston, TX

Ann joined Mastery in 2013 after losing her healthcare job of 14 years, even with two masters 
and a doctorate degree. She decided to pursue a different career and is now a successful real 
estate investor with many deals under her belt.

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS

After you finish the core curriculum, you will have a strong foundation and you will be actively working on deals. 
However, scaling and automating your business requires a combination of more advanced real estate and business 
operational classes. 

The real estate industry is a very wide industry with many different types of properties, as well as investment 
acquisition and exit strategies. This is why you will love the library of hundreds of elective classes available to 
you covering every area of real estate investment and business operations. These classes are what will help you 
transition from being a technician, to a manager, to an entrepreneur. 
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MASTERY ONLINE  
EDUCATION CENTER

ELECTIVE CURRICULUM
Advanced Classes that Allow You to Scale Your Business

"
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ACTION PLANS
We measure our success by helping you achieve results in the shortest period of time possible. To that end, we 
evaluate where you are right now and help you put systems and processes in place to help you get where you want 
to go. 

Everyone enters the program at a different level of knowledge and experience. That’s why we created specific 
Action Plans to make sure you are meeting your goals and objectives based on the types of properties you will 
pursue and the amount of time you want to commit to your business.

We’ve built proven step-by-step Action Plans that you will love to follow because they show you exactly what the 
most productive steps to execute are on a weekly and monthly basis. This way, you only spend time on activities 
that are essential to your business. In a matter of months, you will find yourself accomplishing and implementing 
techniques and strategies it takes years for most investors to figure out. 

Our educational classes give you the knowledge you need to be successful, while our proprietary systems give you 
the efficiency. These Action Plans then bring it all together to help you develop a competitive advantage over other 
investors. 

MASTERY ONLINE  
EDUCATION CENTER
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Leverage Our Team of  More Than 100 Experienced Faculty Members and Our Internal Team 
of Real Estate Professionals Who Work Within Our Residential and Commercial Businesses

The real estate professionals at CT Homes, Equity Street Capital, and 
our faculty of 100+ coaches are always testing new things within our 
business. When something works well within the business, we always 
share the research, documents, systems, SOPs, and results with our 
students. 

For example, if we test a new direct mail campaign that leads to us 
buying a few extra properties that month, we share that exact system 
with you. We show you the list we targeted and share the results. In 
addition, we give you the actual marketing pieces we used, as well 
as the checklist and the system we created to automate the business 
process. 

So as a Mastery student you will have the ongoing benefit of leveraging more than 100 faculty members and 30 real 
estate professionals who work within our residential and commercial real estate investing businesses. 

MASTERY ONLINE  
EDUCATION CENTER

“The thing I really like about FortuneBuilders is they update their systems 
continuously.”

LIONEL FINLEY & LANCE LIGHTNER

Raleigh, NC

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "



SYSTEMS, TOOLS, 
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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“In order for any business to succeed, it 
must first become a system so that the 

business functions exactly the same way 
every time down to the last detail.”

~ Rick Harshaw ~



Ask yourself – will integrating proven, time-tested, organized systems into your business empower you to be more 
productive and help you dramatically improve your finances, your life, and your business?

One of the main reasons Mastery is so successful – in addition to education, live events, coaching, and community  
– is that it gives you access to our replicable systems, tools, documents, and software. 

For more than 14 years, we have been creating, testing, tweaking, and refining these systems and, with the effort 
of all of our team, we have tens of thousands of hours invested into building them. These systems have made us 
millions of dollars and given us time freedom. 

As a Mastery student, you get handed ALL of our systems and we teach you throughout the program how to use 
them. 

You’ll have access to our full suite of systems for every area of your business, including marketing, property 
acquisitions, rehabbing, short sale management, financing, property management, employee management, 
property sales, and business development. 

Why spend years trying to develop systems through trial and error? Real estate involves too much risk to figure 
out key processes through trial and error. As a Mastery student you won’t have to do that because we’ve already 
figured them out for you and created tools and systems that work. You won’t have to spend 14 years trying to test 
and tweak systems because we have already made that investment. There’s no need to reinvent the wheel. Mastery 
is a proven system with proven results. 

THE VALUE OF SYSTEMS, TOOLS, DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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MARKETING SYSTEMS & MARKETING COLLATERAL LIBRARY

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

One of the competitive advantages you will have as a Mastery student is that you will simply find more deals than 

other investors. Over the years we have tested more than 50 different marketing campaigns and systems. We have 

designed hundreds of marketing pieces and marketing collateral for you to utilize from day one. 

As a Mastery student you will be able to leverage the resources we’ve already paid copywriters to create and 

graphic designers to make look professional. As a result, we can provide proven systems that we’ve already spent 

money to test and gotten results from. 
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YOUR BUSINESS IS MADE UP OF A SERIES OF SYSTEMS

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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Marketing 
Systems

Direct Mail 
Marketing Systems

MLS Marketing 
Systems

Outdoor Signage 
Marketing Systems

Preforeclosure 
Marketing System

REO Marketing 
Systems 

Craigslist 
Marketing Systems

Auction 
Marketing Systems

Probate 
Marketing Systems

Investor 
Marketing Systems

FSBO 
Marketing Systems

MARKETING BUSINESS SYSTEMS



SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

27

SCOPE OF WORK DIRECTORY, LIBRARY & TEMPLATES

Once your offer is accepted on a property, it’s now time to create a detailed itemized list of the renovations to be 
handed over to your contractors. This is known as a Scope of Work. For many investors, it can be one of the most 
challenging, intimidating, and time-consuming activities. 

For our Mastery students, we’ve taken the guesswork and uncertainty out of the process, creating a system that will 
save you hundreds to thousands of hours over the course of your investment career.

You’ll have access to the Scope of Work Directory and the library of templates we have created from hundreds of 
our most successful and most profitable past rehab projects.

These user-friendly templates are divided by section of the property and you can simply browse through the 
photos from different kitchens, bathrooms, landscapes, etc. You can then sort the templates by repair budget to fit 
the price point of the property you are working on. 



SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

“The Scope of Work Directory was introduced to us. Literally, it blew my mind 
because I knew I had access to those systems and information and resources 
when we had to fix our apartments. Without it, life would have been completely 
different.”

JILL HOWDEN & AYIZE GLENN GRAY

Durham, NC

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS

Each template includes the complete list of materials 
used in that area of the home, including brand, price, 
SKU number, cost, dimensions, and link to the exact 
products we used from Home Depot. From paint colors 
to sink faucets, we’ve left nothing out. 

Imagine being able to simply download the exact 
detailed template we used and put it into your Scope of 
Work within seconds. Think about the confidence you’ll 
have when you contact contractors to get bids knowing 
that you have an exact blueprint they can follow. Think 
of how much money you will save over the course of 
your career because of the discounted pricing you will 
get from contractors because you have taken all the 
guesswork out of the project. 

You will essentially be cloning the exact design on one of our rehabs so you will know exactly how the project will 
turn out. It’s amazing because we see brand new Mastery students literally having the same quality of work on their 
first rehab that took us 14 years to achieve.  Plus, we are constantly updating the directory and library with new 
templates every month. 
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS &  
CONTRACTOR LEAD SYSTEMS

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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When a great deal comes your way, you’ve got to be able to act quickly before the opportunity passes you by. To 
make offers with confidence, you have to feel solid about your numbers. That’s where our systems for estimating 
repairs and analyzing deals are crucial. 

When you have a property under contract, you also want to make sure that you find, interview, hire, and execute the 
proper legal paperwork with the licensed contractors you work with. 

At the same time, when the construction is underway, you need software and checklists to manage the ongoing 
projects. As a Mastery student you will have all the systems and tools to help you every step of the way, including:  

• Repair Estimator Software
• Deal Underwriting Software
• Contractor Lead System: Tools to help you find and hire contractors, as well as legal systems for 

construction management including the 6 Critical Documents
• Construction Management Tools for Managing Projects
• Investor Punch List Checklists to Close Out Projects 



3D TOURS OF BEFORE & AFTER PROPERTIES

One of the best ways to gain valuable investment experience quickly is to put the systems and tools we have 
created into practice on real-property case studies. We provide these case studies as part of Mastery, and they 
include detailed, 3D before-and-after tours of the property. 

From the convenience of your home you can practice appraising properties, estimating repairs, and creating 
Scope of Work documents on properties by walking through the detailed 3D tours of houses before we started 
construction.

You can then test your knowledge and skills by downloading the actual repair estimates and Scope of Work actually 
used on the property. Then, instead of waiting weeks or months for the projects to be done, within seconds, you can 
enhance your knowledge by walking through detailed 3D tours of the property to see the results. 

Just imagine how much your confidence will increase by having 10 or 15 deals worth of experience in weeks using 
the tools and learning technology we have designed. 

Likewise, this technology is also very useful when you have a property you are designing a Scope of Work for. It’s 
very helpful to know exactly what it will feel like to walk through the house and see the design and placement of the 
materials as if you are actually in the property.

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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BEFORE AFTER
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DOCUMENT LIBRARY
As you get involved in the real estate business, there will 
probably only be one area guaranteed to overwhelm 
you: the number of documents required for different 
types of transactions. 
 
Purchase contracts for different types of properties, 
leases for different property types, more than 40 
addendums for everything under the sun, including 
applications, notices, contracts, letters, emails, waivers, 
credibility packets, checklists, budgets, LOIs, insurance 
verification forms, payment schedules, templates, tax 
forms, and indemnification forms, as well as more than 
40 agreements.

The reality is all of these documents are vital to making 
successful real estate investments, without which you 
would have to spend the time finding, creating, and 
often hiring attorneys to draft them. 

Well, as a Mastery student you don’t need to worry. We 
have you covered because we provide you a complete 
document library that is easy to use. We know the 
importance of having the right documents so you can 
protect yourself and operate your business efficiently. 

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

INVESTOR CHECKLISTS
As we streamlined our real estate business, we put 
together detailed checklists for every part of a real 
estate transaction. These checklists have saved us 
thousands of hours as we have been able to outsource 
a lot of the day-to-day operations to other people who 
follow our checklists. 

Over the past 14 years, we’ve made a lot of successful 
real estate investments and we’ve also made a lot of 
costly mistakes. If we added up the dollar value of all 
those mistakes it would be in the multiple six figures.

This is what makes our Investor Checklists so valuable. 
It's because they will save you tremendous amounts 
of time and help you avoid costly mistakes you would 
have made without them.  



One of the main reasons McDonald’s franchisees willingly invest over a million dollars to own a McDonald's 
franchise is so they can get their hands on the Standard Operating Procedures Manuals used to run the day-to-day 
operations of the restaurant. These smart franchisees realize this is like having the keys to the vault. 

Similarly, as we built a systems-dependent real estate business over the past 14 years, we created Standard 
Operating Procedures Manuals (SOPs) for every aspect of our business. These manuals outline exactly how we 
run the daily operations of different parts of our real estate investing business. As we have gone from technicians, 
to managers, to entrepreneurs, we have continually relied on these SOPs to train the people we hire to replace 
ourselves within the business.

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE MANUALS



MARKETING & BUSINESS MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
Years ago we realized we needed software to help manage our seller and buyer leads, our email and direct mail 
marketing, our business contacts, and our back-office transaction management. So we invested substantial resources 
into creating easy-to-use software that does all of that, and as a Mastery student, you can start utilizing right away. 
 
Imagine having the ability to operate your business from anywhere, whether you are at home, on the go, or on 
vacation. Imagine having the ability to streamline and automate many of the operations of your business, while 
generating quality leads for your business.

This back office CRM/Database will allow you to get more deals done in less time and help you manage all the 
critical information within it. 

SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE
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SYSTEMS, TOOLS,  
DOCUMENTS & SOFTWARE

Our robust business management system is here for you to leverage, allowing you to streamline a lot of the day-
to-day processes in your business.

Here are just a few ways this business management software will help you:

• Generate new cash buyer, private lender, bankruptcy, tax lien, and renter leads 
• Manage your seller leads, buyer leads, and key real estate contacts within the software
• Manage your ongoing deals through every stage of the buying, selling, and closing process 
• Analyze deals and manage all of your offers within the system
• Send email, voice, and text blasts to your buyers list to market your properties for sale
• Automate follow-up and relationship building with an email autoresponder platform
• Estimate repairs and create detailed Scope of Work documents within the software
• Create short sale packages and auto-fill contracts and documents in seconds
• Manage all of your tenants and rental properties
• Track all of your expenses with a system that directly integrates with QuickBooks
• Blast information about your properties for sale to more than 40 websites in seconds
• Provide instant reports about key metrics within your business
• Match your potential deals with buyers in our network
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LIVE EVENTS
“Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.”

~ Nelson Mandela ~



“Surrounding myself with like-minded people at the Bootcamp Summits has 
had a snowball effect in both my personal and professional life. For that I am 
grateful! I have been able to build a team of A+ players in the industry.” 

AMY MAHJOORY

Chicago, IL

Since completing numerous deals, Amy has been featured on HGTV’s House Hunters.

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "

THE VALUE OF LEARNING AT LIVE EVENTS 
Learn. Network. Engage. Grow. All while having an absolute blast at our live events.

LIVE EVENTS

Nothing exemplifies what makes FortuneBuilders different from other educational institutions more convincingly 
than our live training events. It’s what we’ve heard time and time again, from countless Mastery students who’ve 
attended them. 

At our live events, we build on the concepts and methods you learn in our training programs, then supercharge 
the process with enthusiasm, inspiration, and fun. 

At our events, you will feel a sense of community by surrounding yourself with like-minded people from all over 
the country – people who share your excitement and dedication to being successful in real estate. You will create 
invaluable business relationships with other investors who work in different markets around the country. You will 
also build life-long friendships. 

As we have heard from students many times, you will leave feeling that your attitude and your life have been 
changed!
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LIVE EVENTS
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The Bootcamp Summit is our ultimate live training experience. During the day, you’ll be immersed in high-energy, 
intensive trainings led by the country’s top real estate investors. At night, you’ll be able to network, brainstorm, and 
have fun with hundreds of your peers in the Mastery community. Just think of the Bootcamp Summit as a campus-
like atmosphere where you can attend multiple advanced live trainings, all under one roof.

BOOTCAMP SUMMITS   



A robust, aggressive and diverse marketing campaign designed to generate 
quality leads is vital to building a thriving real estate business. At our two-day 
Marketing Systems Bootcamp we focus on training you how to implement a 
successful marketing strategy through specific types of campaigns. These are 
campaigns that CT Homes, along with many of our most successful Mastery 
students and alumni, are using in today’s market to generate consistent quality 
seller and buyer leads.

For many students who are new to the Mastery program, the thought of 
creating and managing multiple marketing campaigns seems overwhelming 
and even intimidating. Even established investors can hit a plateau, causing 
their business to stagnate and stop growing. In both cases, the culprit is often 
the lack of an effective marketing strategy. The Marketing Systems Bootcamp 
was created to give you access to campaigns we’ve already designed, written 
and tested, along with training on how to implement them correctly.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Develop a marketing plan with multiple campaigns that delivers a consistent flow of 

quality leads
• Create strategies to build relationships with Realtors and investors toward the goal 

of finding deals and opportunities for joint ventures
• Take advantage of proven advertising tools like websites, email, social media, listing 

services, direct mail, and more
• Use marketing data to evaluate the success of your campaigns and refine them 

toward the goal of optimizing results

MARKETING  
SYSTEMS BOOTCAMP

"After I started building 
my foundation, I started 

different marketing 
campaigns and started 
seeing results. If you 
follow the system in 

the exact order and the 
processes they give you, 
you will be successful in 

real estate."

LIVE EVENTS

BRENDAN HILL

Atlanta, GA

Before FortuneBuilders, Brendan 
had no experience in real estate 
and that lack of knowledge held 

him back from breaking into 
the industry. Joining Mastery 
has given him the confidence 

to create marketing campaigns, 
effectively talk to lenders, and 

close his first deal!
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Many of our students have found this bootcamp, taught by Than Merrill and 
Jeff Rutkowski, to be especially valuable because wholesaling is one the fastest 
ways to make consistent money in real estate. Wholesaling allows investors 
to put a property under contract and quickly assign or resell the property to 
another investor. For many of our students this is a strategic way to start their 
business because it generates income faster than larger rehabbing deals.

We take a systematic approach in this intensive training, as we break down all 
the systems required to wholesale multiple deals per month. The Acquisitions 
& Wholesaling Bootcamp is case study driven, focusing on wholesale deals 
that CT Homes has recently closed and is actively working on. 

The foundation of knowledge you gain at the Acquisitions & Wholesaling 
Bootcamp is a crucial component of your overall success for several reasons. 
First, the systems and strategies you learn will help you establish a base for 
investing success. That’s why it’s also a prerequisite for attending many of the 
other bootcamps.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Determine the characteristics of a property ideally suited for wholesaling
• Know how to evaluate deals quickly and easily without leaving your house
• Learn how to appraise the value of any property so you can have the confidence to 

make offers every time you visit a seller
• Be able to structure creative offers so you can buy houses without any of your own 

cash
• Excel at practice sessions on meeting with sellers and handling objections
• Implement the 9-stage Selling System to completely automate every phase of the 

selling process! 

ACQUISITIONS &  
WHOLESALING BOOTCAMP

LIVE EVENTS

“The Acquisitions & 
Wholesaling Bootcamp creates 

the fundamentals. It creates 
the foundation. And that’s 

what you need in order to start 
building up your business. 

That weekend taught us about 
what systems and processes we 

needed to put in place so we 
don’t have to lift a hammer and 

that was important to me.”

SAM SALEH

East Brunswick, NJ

Not only has the FortuneBuilders’ 
education and systems helped 

Sam scale and grow his real estate 
business, it also helped him with 
his wholesale food distribution 

company which he will be selling to 
pursue real estate 100% full time. 
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"The Rehabbing Bootcamp and 
property bus tour are going to 

make you a lot more comfortable 
with walking through properties 
and coming out with your rehab 
numbers to be able to get your 

offers out quicker." 

JOSH HASTINGS 

Roseville, CA

JD Esajian teaches you how he successfully completes multiple rehabs a month, 
in our most hands-on event.

After you attend the Acquisitions & Wholesaling Bootcamp, like many Mastery 
students, you’ll most likely move on to bigger and more involved real estate 
transactions. This is where you’ll discover the most potential for substantial 
profits because you’re buying an undervalued property, adding value by 
rehabbing it, then selling it for a profit. Understanding all the inner workings 
of rehabbing is essential to your long-term success. This intensive bootcamp 
is taught by JD Esajian who has rehabbed and sold hundreds of homes across 
the country.

The Rehabbing Bootcamp is our most hands-on training by far, involving 
extensive class time learning the construction management process. You 
will then take a bus tour where you'll walk through actual job sites that are 
in different phases of construction. There is simply no substitute for learning 
in the field and actually seeing the systems you’ll use to manage your rehab 
projects in action. The profitability of your projects often depends on your 
construction knowledge and systems for creating a detailed Scope of Work, 
material and labor cost management, and the efficiencies of how you manage 
the construction process itself.

You will leave this bootcamp with a comprehensive understanding of rehab 
projects and how to manage projects of all sizes, along with the systems you 
need to leverage to be successful. These strategies are effective in any area 
of the country and you can run your business from the comfort of your desk at 
home. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Be able to find, pre-screen, and hire actual contractors (with practice role playing!)
• Estimate repairs onsite at actual rehab projects during the property bus tour
• Understand how to create a detailed and accurate “Scope of Work”
• Manage material and labor costs toward the goal of optimizing profitability
• Learn about the sizzle features to implement and install in every rehab to sell your 

house fast
• Effectively manage the construction process so that work is completed under 

budget and on deadline 

REHABBING  
BOOTCAMP

LIVE EVENTS

Josh hired a full-time Project 
Manager and Acquisitions Manager 

so he could remove himself from 
certain aspects of the business 

and focus on what he enjoys doing 
most: raising money. 
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LIVE EVENTS

Our Rental Property Bootcamp is a revealing, two-day event taught by 
Paul Shively, head of the Passive Income Club, and rental property experts 
from his team. During this program, you’ll learn how to implement the same 
successful systems that Than, Paul, and JD use to purchase their passive income 
properties, build their own personal rental property portfolios, set benchmarks 
for their future investment opportunities, and find properties that produce 
high-earning, monthly passive income. By implementing the techniques taught 
in this program, you will ensure your rental properties meet the same high 
standards Than, Paul, and JD impose on themselves and greatly improve the 
likelihood that you will enjoy similar success.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Know how to target ideal markets for rental properties
• Find highly qualified property managers to do most of the work
• Evaluate rental properties to achieve your monthly cash flow goals
• Develop a working knowledge of FortuneBuilders’ highly effective purchase criteria
• Benefit from case studies of actual properties Than, Paul, and JD have in their rental 

portfolios
• Learn the best financing options available to purchase rental properties 

RENTAL PROPERTY  
BOOTCAMP

"Now I’m transitioning 
into buying passive income 

properties for long-term 
wealth. The education enables 

you to take your money and 
park it into a wealth building 
vehicle like rental properties 

and generate income."

BEAU ECKSTEIN

Walnut Creek, CA

LIVE EVENTS

Beau had been in real estate for 
almost 15 years before going to 

his first FortuneBuilders event, but 
wanted to step up his game and 

scale his business to create a legacy. 
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LIVE EVENTS

"We are learning how to raise 
money through private lenders, 
hard money lenders, and other 
creative ways like home equity 
loans, 401(k)s, and self-directed 

IRAs. It’s amazing where you 
can get money. Once you have 
the money you feel confident 

in trying to get the deals."

LAMARR, BRENDA, &  
JASMINE LARK

Green Oaks, IL

The reality is you will use many different sources of financing throughout your 
real estate career. You will deal with commercial banks, private lenders, hard 
money lenders, life insurance companies, and credit unions, as well as financial 
middlemen like mortgage brokers and mortgage bankers. On top of that, there 
are numerous creative financing strategies such as owner financing, subject-to 
financing, and lease options. That’s why it is vital to understand the real estate 
financing landscape and what type of financing is best for the different types of 
real estate deals you will be pursuing. 

You generally only get one shot when you meet with a lender so that’s why it’s 
essential to be prepared and know how to present your deals to lenders.

At the Money Academy, you will learn everything you need to know to find 
lenders and feel confident raising money for your deals. You’ll discover how to 
prepare yourself for the meetings, how to make a great first impression, and our 
system for presenting deals to lenders. At the end of the event, you will have 
complete confidence knowing you’re prepared to meet with different types 
of lenders, what questions they will ask, and how to answer those questions 
intelligently. 

In fact, at the event, we practice actual private money presentations so you 
are completely prepared to raise money from private money lenders. You’ll 
also understand the logistics of how different types of loans are structured, 
negotiated, and closed. This will help you raise money and increase the number 
of deals you are able to work on at once. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learn how to find the best sources of financing for different types of real estate 

transactions
• Know how to find potential private lenders
• Be able to prepare yourself for meetings with lenders and effectively present deals 

with little to no experience
• Know what questions lenders will ask and how to answer them
• Experience live“Shark Tank” style case studies of students pitching deals to our 

team of lenders
• Understand how different types of loans are structured and how to get the best 

interest rates
• At every event we also introduce you to the lenders we have worked with for years

MONEY  
ACADEMY 

LIVE EVENTS
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Knowing how to protect your assets, preserve your wealth, and reduce your 
tax liability is one of the most valuable things you will learn during your 
entrepreneurial career. Threats to your financial security – including lawsuits, 
failed partnerships, and excessive taxes – exist, so taking the proper steps from 
the start will help insulate you against personal and professional risks. For most 
people, real estate investing is a vehicle to not just make money, but to build 
generational wealth for one’s family and future. 

A lot of investors pay significantly more in taxes than they legally have to 
because of their lack of education. Taxes can be confusing, intimidating, and 
time consuming for most people. The reality though, is that learning how to 
legally reduce your taxable income, is one of the quickest ways to reach your 
long-term financial goals. That’s why at the Asset Protection & Tax Planning 
Academy, we teach you how to structure your business in the most tax-efficient 
manner possible. We also teach you investment strategies that allow you to 
reduce or defer taxes, and even make tax-free real estate investments possible. 

At this academy, you will learn from successful real estate investors, as well as 
from the real estate attorneys and CPAs who have advised us and our students 
for many years. You’ll be learning from seasoned experts who will also share 
effective strategies and techniques to proactively protect your assets at every 
stage of your investment career. You will learn how to reduce your exposure 
to potential lawsuits and understand the protections offered by the various 
business structures, which will give you peace of mind as you build your 
business. During the event we also help you build a comprehensive wealth 
protection plan that will give you confidence that your assets are secure and 
your legacy is protected. 

ASSET PROTECTION & TAX 
PLANNING ACADEMY

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Learn the wealth protection strategies of the most successful real estate investors
• Understand how to reduce your exposure to risk and potential lawsuits 
• Be able to proactively and legally shield your assets 
• Understand the differences between corporations, LLCs, LPs, and Trusts
• Discover multiple strategies for reducing your tax liability every year
• Learn how to reduce your risk of an IRS audit
• Create a personal wealth plan you follow for years to come
• Learn about master tax and asset protection techniques to ensure your family’s 

financial future

"One of major things you get 
out of Mastery is being able to 
set up your business correctly, 

legally, and efficiently and 
being able to protect yourself. 

This is not a sprint, or a 
hundred yard dash, it’s a 

marathon. We want to generate 
income for the long term."

PATRICK VAUGHAN & 
LAURA VERRENGIA

San Diego, CA

LIVE EVENTS
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"My son, he’s learning to be 
an entrepreneur. Now he’s 
asking me, ‘Hey Mom, how 

do I make money? Hey Mom, 
how do I work in the business? 
Hey Mom, how do I become an 
entrepreneur?’ That to me is the 
biggest reward I can ever have!"

LINDA PEDERSEN

Austin, TX

At FortuneBuilders, nothing ignites our passion quite like preparing talented, 
ambitious young adults for a brighter, more promising future. Through Future 
FortuneBuilders’ teen-education events, we’ve been able to start bridging the 
gap between what kids learn through traditional education and the financial 
education that they need to become the leaders of tomorrow. 

These interactive 2-day school year camps and 4-day summertime camps help 
teens understand how they can play an active role in achieving their dreams. 
These efforts have been fueled by Than Merrill alongside co-founder and youth 
educator John Servideo. John and Than also authored the book, The High 
Schooler’s Guide To Money. Together, they wrote this book to help teens 
understand the value of financial education and how, even as a teen, you can 
start setting yourself up for success in the future today. This book delivers the 
much needed money management and life skills training not taught in most 
schools.

It is said that it takes a village to raise a child, and the FortuneBuilders village 
is extremely proud to be able to contribute to the growth of these teenagers in 
our community by helping financially educate them.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Set goals to achieve what they really want out of life
• Develop successful habits and make good decisions 
• Understand how to look at their money as an investor and what that means 
• Decide who to surround themselves with and how to pick role models 
• How to start building their credit as soon as possible and how credit will affect their 

lives
• Value the importance of giving back and how you can impact your community to 

make a huge difference

FUTURE FORTUNEBUILDERS 
TEEN CAMP
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LIVE EVENTS

Linda Pedersen is a successful real 
estate investor with her husband 
in Austin, Texas. Prior to joining 

FortuneBuilders, she was a global 
IT Program Manager for enterprise 

software development. She’s 
continued to build a powerful 
legacy and help her children 

understand the importance of 
financial education.

Empowering our youth to become the next generation’s 
entrepreneurs.



INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

“Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. 

Small people always do that, but the really great make you 

feel that you too, can become great. When you are seeking to 

bring big plans to fruition, it is important with whom you 

regularly associate. Surround yourself with like-minded 

people who are also designing purpose-filled lives.”

~ Mark Twain ~
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THE PASSIVE INCOME CLUB

Most real estate investors apply for Mastery because they are interested in the strategies we teach to “actively” 
invest in real estate. However, successful investors know that actively flipping properties is just part of the wealth 
equation. What secures your financial future is then knowing how to get your hard-earned money to start earning 
even more for you.
      
With the Passive Income Club, you’ll be assigned a personal rental real estate planning specialist who will show 
you how passive investing works. Savvy Mastery students have leveraged this resource to build long-term rental 
portfolios of properties that can produce significant monthly cash flow. With a long-term wealth plan in place, you’ll 
be able to conquer both the active and passive sides of real estate investing at the pace you choose.
      
Plus, as a Mastery student, we will introduce you to deals that other investors don’t even know exist. Currently, we 
have access to many consistent, highly sought-after sources of long-term investment deals that students are taking 
advantage of every week. 

Our passive income specialists work with you individually to build a passive income rental portfolio, creating a 
business that generates consistent cash flow without you having to lift a finger.

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Than, Paul, and Konrad have built very successful real estate investment companies that invest in both residential 
and commercial properties. Every month they and their team of real estate professionals analyze and perform due-
diligence on hundreds of residential and commercial properties throughout the United States. 

As a Mastery student you have the ability to invest alongside them and leverage their knowledge, years of 
experience, research, and team of real estate professionals. This is a very unique opportunity to become an owner 
in high quality residential and commercial properties throughout the country that they syndicate. As an equity 
investor you become part of the ownership group in individual properties they manage and operate. In the past 
two years alone Mastery students have invested alongside Than, Paul and Konrad in twelve different retail and 
apartment communities. A few of the properties are pictured below.

ELAN AT BLUFFVIEW ASCENT NORTH POPLIN PLACE HARBISON COURT
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“Alone we can do so little; together  
we can do so much.”

~ Helen Keller ~



THE VALUE OF HAVING A COMMUNITY

One of the keys to building a long-term sustainable business is having a community of other investors you can build 
relationships with, learn from, share resources with, and do deals with. 
 
When you surround yourself with people who think and operate at higher levels, it instantly raises the level that you 
operate at. Your net worth is often a reflection of your network. This new circle will inspire you, push you, and help 
you become the best version of yourself.

For example, many successful people invest $75,000 to $100,000 a year to belong to a country club, not because 
they love golf or tennis, but because of the business relationships they develop with other members. Successful 
people know the return on investment they get when when they surround themselves with other high achievers.
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“I can’t express enough the value of the education you get being part of the 
FortuneBuilders family and the network you can leverage to continue to grow 
and help one another. There is no environment that compares to this.”

DEANNA HIEBERT

Kansas City, MO

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "
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BUILD YOUR TEAM FASTER

Another key benefit of being part of the Mastery community is that you will be able to build out your team much 
faster. Mastery students are constantly referring each other to quality people they have worked with on past deals, 
including the numerous different types of contractors you will work with, property managers, real estate agents, 
insurance agents, lenders, attorneys, CPAs, and the many different vendors you will use.

Imagine not having to spend time constantly trying to figure out who to work with because you have a network of 
other investors who are happy to refer you to people they have worked with in the past. It will only help you get out 
of the start-up phase of building a business that much faster. 

THE MASTERMIND EFFECT
LEARN BEST PRACTICES FROM OTHER COMMUNITY MEMBERS

When you’re surrounded by other successful investors, there is collective genius that is fostered within the group. 
Investors within Mastery constantly share what is working and what isn’t working for them in their businesses. This 
“mastermind effect” is something you will directly benefit from because you will be leveraging the time and efforts 
of other people. 
 
For example, when one of your peers shares how they are profiting by converting three- and four-unit properties 
into condos and selling them at a premium, it can have the power to unlock an opportunity you wouldn’t have 
otherwise known about. 

Not only will you learn what is working for other investors, but you will also learn what is not working so you can 
avoid making the same mistakes. This will save you tremendous amounts of time and money and significantly 
reduce your risk. 

“It’s great to surround myself in this group of people who are on the same path 
that I am on, they are so passionate. The sky’s the limit. I don’t have limits 
anymore.”

KAMIL DREZEK 

Oak Park, IL

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "
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One of the biggest benefits of being part of the Mastery community is that you will have the opportunity to do a 
lot more deals with other investors. In real estate, it is very common for investors to team up or do joint ventures on 
deals, so a big portion of what you earn each year will be based on the quality of your network. 

For example, when you wholesale a property, you are selling the property to another investor and you don’t make 
a dime unless you have a network of other investors.
 
Likewise, a lot of private money lenders who loan money to you will be other real estate investors who want to get 
the money they’ve made earning high rates of return.
 
In commercial real estate, joint ventures are done all the time between investors because the dollar values on 
properties are so much larger.
 
Being part of the Mastery community creates a clear competitive advantage for you because you will have an 
instant network of other investors to do business with in pretty much every market in the country. 



MORE OPPORTUNITIES
Private Mastery-Only Facebook Group

Imagine for a second that you get a lead on a really good deal a month in advance and it's in a city you don’t live 
in. Well, for most investors that would be a lost opportunity because they don’t know anybody who lives there. 

Well, as a Mastery student you will be able to utilize the Mastery websites and the private Mastery Facebook group 
to find and reach out to other members who live and do business right in that city. 

Every week, we see team members within Mastery working on deals together because we have tools that make it 
very easy for members to communicate and meet each other.  

The Mastery Facebook group is a place where you’ll be able to share strategies and resources, and discuss trends 
and opportunities in today’s market with like-minded individuals – many of whom you’ll soon be calling close 
friends. Whether you need advice, a little encouragement, or if you just want to celebrate a big win on a deal you 
just closed, it’s an instant network you can start leveraging immediately. 

MASTERY COMMUNITY 
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FORTUNEBUILDERS GIVES
Throughout the Mastery community, we encourage a “pay it forward" mentality.

Mastery students, coaches, and team members are all committed to positively changing the world around them, 
using their resources to contribute to the greater good, and helping improve the lives of others in need. 

When you have the time and money to do so, what are you going to do to give back? We ask this question during 
the application process because giving back to the community is a value we encourage throughout our Mastery 
community. 

As a Mastery student, we invite you to join forces with us in the numerous charitable initiatives we participate in 
each year through FortuneBuilders Gives, the philanthropic arm of the company. FortuneBuilders Gives makes 
it possible for us to support different charitable initiatives with the organizations our Mastery students care about 
most. And we’re here to support you in starting your own initiative for causes you are most passionate about. 

MASTERY COMMUNITY 

52

“I’m able to advance myself as a person, as a business, as a mother, as a friend, 
and I’m able to help so many people and give back to my community, all while 
being an example for my daughter.”

JENNA HOOVER 

Connellsville, PA

Jenna Hoover, a single mother, worked in medical sales before getting into real estate.  
She has created an extremely successful business and been featured on her own real estate 
reality TV show. 

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "
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“We are all here for some special reason. 
Stop being a prisoner of your past. 

Become the architect of your future.”

~Robin Sharma~



“You can’t afford not to be here. This is the place where you will learn to get 
financial freedom. This is the place where you will learn to be with people who 
want to be empowered and want to make money and be their own bosses.”

DEBBIE AVICOLLI
Smithfield, RI

Debbie Avicolli joined FortuneBuilders to learn how to use our systems to run her real estate 
business and has been investing in real estate for 10 years.

MASTERY STUDENT SUCCESS "

BECOMING THE ARCHITECT OF YOUR FUTURE

Your decision to apply for Mastery is a fortuitous one. If you take advantage of all that it offers, the life you were 
meant to live is well within reach.

Just the simple act of choosing to participate in Mastery demonstrates your belief in yourself and your potential. 
It tells everyone in your new extended family here within Mastery that you are serious about making fundamental 
changes in every aspect of your life – not just changes in your approach to how you run your business, but also in 
how you live your life outside of work. 

So, if you’re thinking that Mastery is different from any other real estate investing educational institution you’ve 
ever experienced, you’re right. Ultimately, Mastery closes the gap between what you need to run a successful real 
estate investing business and what you really want out of life as a result of the success you are destined to achieve 
when you join Mastery.

Once accepted to Mastery, your future begins immediately. We’ll be there to take your hand and guide you every 
step of the way.
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WHAT TO DO NEXT?

Not everyone is the right fit for Mastery, right now. This 
is why you actually have to apply to be accepted into 
the program. Should you become a member, you will 
see firsthand why this is a community unlike any other. 

By becoming part of the Mastery family – and with a lot 
of hard work, commitment, and dedication – you very 
well could find yourself living the life of your dreams, 
the life you once imagined for yourself when you first 
thought about getting into real estate. Once you’ve 
spent time here, you will begin to understand why 
Mastery has changed so many people’s lives, the lives 
of their families, and those of their communities. 

Ultimately, you know better than anyone what you 
want your life and your future to look like. Mastery will 
give you the confidence, the tools, the inspiration, and 
the support system you need to live a life filled with 
purpose, passion, and meaning.
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We are extremely proud of the close-knit community we 
have created within Mastery, and we are only interested 
in bringing future students into the fold who we believe 
share our philosophy and who we believe have a high 
likelihood of success in real estate investing. Most 
important, students must embody and embrace our 
shared dedication to living a life of abundance within 
this extraordinary community. 

Thus, we have a formal application and interview 
process, whereby invitations are only extended 
to potential new members if we feel an individual 
meets all of the specific criteria we look for, as well as 
possesses a desire to actively participate in helping us 
maintain and nurture the culture we have created within 
the FortuneBuilders Mastery family. Once welcomed 
aboard and accepted into the community, a whole new 
set of doors will open…



NEXT STEPS

FortuneBuilders' mission is to provide the highest quality educational and coaching programs that help entrepreneurs and real estate investors 

reach their full potential and achieve personal and financial goals.This information is for educational purposes. We believe in proven business 

systems, education, drive and hard work. We are committed to teaching you how to reach your goals. In promoting our educational programs, 

we illustrate success stories. We want you to know, students are not compensated for their testimonials. However, many of our most successful 

students join our team as Trainers. As stipulated by law, we cannot and do not guarantee results or offer legal advice. As with any business, your 

results will vary and will be based on your drive, effort, follow-through and other variables beyond our control. We believe in full transparency, 

and a high standard of integrity, and that is why we encourage you to read our full earnings and income disclaimer by visiting:

www.fortunebuilders.com/earnings-income-disclaimers/

HOW TO PREPARE FOR YOUR INTERVIEW

 Than Merrill

Congratulations. Just by giving thought to the idea, you’ve already taken the first step toward joining Mastery. 
Now what? Once you’ve completed and signed your application and turned it into the Mastery Advisors, it’s time 
to get focused on becoming mentally prepared for your interview. 

The most important thing for you to remember is to go into your interview with confidence, knowing that with our 
support, you really CAN do this. Show us that you know you have what it takes and that you are ready to tackle this 
opportunity head-on... and that you’re willing to do whatever it takes to achieve success. 

Be authentic; let the real you shine through. 

We also highly encourage you to bring your spouse or business partner to the interview. This is a new life both of 
you could be embarking on, and it’s important that you take this step forward together. 

Ultimately, I hope you’ve learned something here and maybe started looking at things a little differently. 

On behalf of Paul, JD, Konrad, and myself, we personally invite you to apply to join the Mastery family and look 
forward to being a part of your amazing and wonderful journey. 
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Than Merrill 
Father, Husband, Investor, Educator and Founder of FortuneBuilders, Inc.
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